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Registration is now open for the Georgia Golden Olympic Games

Special to SeniorNewsGeorgia
(Georgia Golden Games, Inc.)

Rgistration is open! Register by

August 1 to avoid late fees. After August 1
until August 15, late fees will be charged.
Register today and join the fun, fellowship
and competition.

Registration forms may be printed from
the Georgia Golden Olympics website. If
you have not previously competed in the
games in Georgia, print your form form the
website and mail with age verification. If you
have competed in the Georgia event in previ-
ous years you may register online from the
website. Registration confirmations packets
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will be mailed to each athlete in late August.
If you are competing in a doubles or mixed
doubles events, please provide your r partner's
name and age and remind them to register as
well. Team sports are required to complete a
roster of team members.(available from web-
site). We appreciate your on-time registration!

Volunteers Needed

If you do not plan to compete in the
Georgia Golden Olympics, PLAN TO
VOLUNTEER!

Volunteers are the backbone of the event
and are needed at each event. Volunteer forms
may also be printed from the Georgia Golden
Olympics website. Click on the volunteer tab,

New patients
patient referrals &
most insurance
plans accepted.

Arnold, MD - John Cook, MD - Lauren Ploch, MD

Christopher Thompson, PA-C - Caroline Wells, PA-C

644-8900

2110 Woodside Exec.Ct
AIKEN

733-3373

2283 Wrightsboro Rd
AUGUSTA

GaDerm.com

print, complete and mail or email the form to
the addresses listed. Volunteers who register
by August 30 will receive a t-shirt for volun-
teering. Meet new friends, have fun and be
inspired by the athletes!

COVID Protocols for the Games

Although the protocols around pandemic
health concerns are constantly changing, we
anticipate following CDC, state, and local
guidelines. Athletes and volunteers should
expect the following:

» When registering you each signed a waiver
with specific COVID-19 language. Be sure to
read it carefully!

* If you are ill or experiencing Covid-like
symptoms, please do not compete.

* Bring a mask to all of your events and
wear it when required or when social distanc-
ing cannot be maintained.

* Bring hand sanitizer for use during your
events.

* Maintain social distancing when possible
and wash hands frequently.

* Please bring your own water and snacks to
the event.

* For more information on Covid-19 please
visit the Centers for Disease Prevention and
Control website.

Want to make a donation?
Donations may be mailed to Georgia
Golden Games, Inc., PO
Box 958, Winder, GA 30680 or can be
made on the website. Thank you for your sup-
port.
GGO website: georgiagoldenolympics.org
Follow Georgia Golden Olympics on
Facebook!

~THANK YOU ~

Thank you to the host agency, Warner
Robins Parks & Recreation Department, the
City of Warner Robins, WR Convention and
Visitors Bureau, our many venues: North
Houston Sports Complex, Steve Lundquist
Aquatics Center (Jonesboro), Southern
Landings Golf Club, Gold Cup Bowling
Center, B & W Recreation Center, Grovania
Methodist Church and Community,
McConnell-Talbert Stadium(Board of
Education), Houston County Tennis Complex,
Robins Air Force Base Fitness Center and to
the many Friends, Torch Club Members,
Gold, Silver and Bronze contributors! We
appreciate your support!

Our mailing address is: Georgia Golden
Games, Inc., PO Box 958, Winder, GA 30680.

Support the Georgia Golden Games
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by CLAIR HOUSER-DODD

ne of the Senior News
ladies we have written about in the
past has just received a new award in
Macon, Georgia. Edwina Hall Beale
was honored by the Macon Loaves
and Fishes with a scholarship in her
name. Edwina has volunteered with
them for ten years and is still working
there. She says, “I love to help out
this wonderful charity. The least I can
do is to answer the phone.”

We received a letter from “Frugal
Security System!” Frugal being the
salient point here. Keep your key
chain with you at all times. If you
hear someone breaking into your
home, push the panic button on your
key chain and your car alarm will go
off. Your neighbors will be looking
out their windows, calling Police and
hopefully your burglar will run.
Works well if you’re working in your
yard and fall. Hit that button and alert
your family to come and find you.
What a great idea! We’ve heard it
before, but felt it needed repeating.
The Frugal Security System at your
service — FREE — take it with you
while just walking, especially after
dark! Good Advice!

Sometimes we chide ourselves for
forgetting to say the blessing before
we eat. (We’re hungry and can’t wait
to start!) However, The Lord is
blessed all during the meal and espe-
cially when it is over! Our decision is
this! To say the blessing “before” the
meal is an act of Faith; to say it
“after” is an act of BELIEF; and, to
say it at “both ends” is pure gratitude
and happiness. Praise the Lord!

Another thing we like close at
hand is The Lord’s Prayer. It is all
encompassing and speaks to every
concern. Keep it handy... use it often!

Hope everybody enjoyed the big
Warner Robins Fourth of July
Blowout! It is always a wonderful
celebration and not to be missed.

Here is a bow to our Southern
Heritage! Not for Northern eyes or
tastes. One thing we love is Spiced or
Pickled Peaches, especially the
Georgia ones. I, personally, have
never been a fan of “Putting Up” or
canning anything... ever! We love the
kitchen... to cook... to eat... and that’s

the end of that story! Let’s get back to
those delicious Spiced Peaches we
have to have at Thanksgiving,
Christmas, Easter and any other occa-
sion — even picnics. They are deli-

cious with any meal, though a little
hard to eat as they are rounded, and
tend to slip off your plate and go fly-
ing across the table and sliding to the
floor. Many a stuffy formal candlelit
dinner has loosened up when a child
goes chasing his Peach. Our Yankee
Friends do learn to love them, too!
Remember, they only had the Peaches
we sent to New York City!

The only way a relationship works
at all is because not everyone in your
tribe goes nuts on the same day!

Darryl Hodson, MD - Mark Bonner MD - Russell Harris, MD

Misty

Banknell, pA-C - Tamika Chester, NP - Jim Lekas, P

PA-C

Kelly Miller, Np - M. Huntley Sanders, PA-C

750-7546453-8484) 922-9281

1157 Fors th St
MAC

230 N Jefferson St
MILLEDGEVILLE

212 Hospital Dr
WARNER ROBINS

Skin Cancer Removal - Mohs Surgery
Routine Skin Exams - Mole Removal

New patients, patient referrals &
most msuranceplans are welcomed.

GaDerm.com
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Taking Care

Simplify Car Travel With Older Loved Ones

by LISA M. PETSCHE
Imepetsche@gmail.com

f you are planning to take an older rela-
tive on a vacation that involves car travel, thor-
ough preparation is the key to success, especial-
ly if the person has special
healthcare needs.

Follow these tips for a safe
and enjoyable experience.

L.'-‘ ‘ Planning
isa Petsche 2. .

Set realistic expectations.
Consider your loved one’s needs and limita-
tions.

Make plans and start necessary preparations
well in advance. Devise lists to reduce stress.

Include your loved one in the preparations to
the best of their ability.

Research the accessibility of accommoda-
tions and attractions you wish to visit. If you are
planning to stay at a motel or hotel, make reser-
vations, especially if you will need specific fea-
tures such as a room with handicapped facilities
or a ground-floor room.

Learn the location of the nearest hospital in
any areas you plan to visit. Avoid destinations
where a hospital is far away.

Arrange for your relative to visit the doctor
pre-trip. Share your travel plans and any health-
related concerns, such as motion sickness, blad-
der issues or circulation problems.

If your loved one has trouble walking long
distances, rent a wheelchair or ensure that the
places you plan to visit have some available.

Have your car checked and serviced before
departure.

If you are going to an unfamiliar area, obtain
a road map and study it. If you belong to an
automobile club, take advantage of its route-
planning service.

Plan to do as much driving as possible dur-
ing off-peak traffic times. Or choose the scenic
route if time and your loved one’s sitting toler-
ance permit.

Packing

Include the following items when drawing
up a packing list:

Loose-fitting, breathable clothing, comfort-
able walking shoes, a wide-brimmed hat, and a
cardigan for air-conditioned environments and
cool evenings

Sufficient prescription and over-the-counter
medications to cover the time you plan to be
away, plus a few extra days’ worth in case your
return is delayed

Sunscreen, insect repellent, antihistamine
and motion sickness tablets

A list of all health conditions and medica-
tions in case of a medical emergency

Any necessary medical equipment and sup-
plies, such as a walking aid, food supplements,
incontinence pads or diabetic supplies

A cushion or two for comfortable positioning
in the car

An extra pair of eyeglasses and spare hear-
ing aid batteries

Sunglasses and umbrellas (the latter primari-
ly for instant shade)

A pillow and a nightlight

Snacks and a cooler containing sandwiches
and beverages

Favorite music or audiobooks for the car ride

Emergency roadside and first aid kits

Cell phone (Charge it in advance and bring a
recharging unit)

Disabled parking permit

Driving

Top off the gas tank at frequent intervals.

Stop approximately once per hour for stretch
breaks or short walks.

Choose stops that have clean, well-lit rest-
rooms with good accessibility.

Wear seatbelts and, if your relative is in the
front seat, ensure that the headrest is centered at
the back of their head.

Encourage your loved one to shift their
weight often and to do neck and shoulder
stretches and foot flexes.

Lodging

When checking in, ask for a room close to
the lobby or elevator. A ground-floor room is
ideal in case of an emergency in which elevators
become inoperable.

If your loved one has a back problem,
request a room with a recently replaced mat-
tress.

Recreation

Space out activities and allow ample time for
each.

Schedule outings for the time of day when
your relative’s energy level is highest. Stick to
regular meal, medication and sleep times.

Have a flexible itinerary. Take things one
day — and one activity — at a time.

Ensure plenty of time for rest and relaxation!
ks skeosk skosk sk sk

Lisa M. Petsche is a social worker
and a freelance writer specializing in
elder care.
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Sabrina Griffin and Olivia Pieczynski of the Columbia County Chamber
completes Third and First Year at Institute for Organization Management!

A Leadership Training
Program Produced by the
U.S. Chamber of Commerce!

Special to SeniorNewsGeorgia

Submitted by Olivia Pieczynski
Communications Manager
Columbia Chamber of Commerce
olivia@columbiacountychamber.com

WASHINGTON, D.C.

Institute for Organization

Management, the professional development
program of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce,
is pleased to announce Sabrina Griffin, Vice
President, Columbia County Chamber, has
recently completed her third year and Olivia
Pieczynski, Communications Manager,
Columbia County Chamber completed her
first year at Institute for Organization
Management, a four-year nonprofit leader-
ship training program at Southeast Institute
in Athens, GA.

“Institute graduates are recognized across
the country as leaders in their industries and
organizations,” said Raymond P. Towle,
IOM, CAE, the U.S. Chamber’s vice presi-
dent of Institute for Organization
Management. “These individuals have the
knowledge, skills, and dedication necessary
to achieve professional and organizational
success in the dynamic association and
chamber industries.”

Since its commencement in 1921, the
Institute program has been educating tens of
thousands of association, chamber, and other
nonprofit leaders on how to build stronger
organizations, better serve their members and
become strong business advocates. Institute’s
curriculum consists of four weeklong ses-
sions at four different university locations
throughout the country. Through a combina-
tion of required courses and electives in
areas such as leadership, advocacy, market-
ing, finance, and membership, Institute par-
ticipants are able to enhance their own orga-
nizational management skills and add new
fuel to their organizations, making them run
more efficiently and effectively.

Institute for Organization Management is
the professional development program of the
U.S. Chamber of Commerce. It is the pre-
mier nonprofit professional development pro-
gram for association and chamber profes-
sionals, fostering individual growth through
interactive learning and networking opportu-
nities.

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce is the
world’s largest business organization repre-
senting companies of all sizes across every
sector of the economy. Our members range
from the small businesses and local cham-
bers of commerce that line the Main Streets
of America to leading industry associations
and large corporations.

ik “ 1/;

Olivia Pieczynski, Communications
Manager, Columbia County Chamber

Sabrina Griffin
Vice President, Columbia County Chamber
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THE LEDGES APARTMENTS

* Quality, Independent Living For Seniors

e Must Be At Least 62 Years Old

* Rent Based On Adjusted Income (HUD Guidelines)
Utilities Included In Rent

One Bedroom and Efficiencies (Perfect For One)
Smoke-Free Building

Service Coordinator Available

e Added Safety Features In Bathroom

e Elevators For Your Convenience

* Coin Operated Laundry Rooms On Each Floor

INDEPENDENT RETIREMENT LIVING IN THE HEART OF
NORTH AUGUSTA WITHOUT LEAVING FAMILY, FRIENDS,
COMMUNITY AND CHURCH AFFILIATIONS

Applications Taken at 550 Sikes Hill, North Augusta, SC

& 803-279-1776 Q

theledges@comcast.net
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On the Cover

Let’s Explore Some Hlstory of JekyII Island!

By Carolyn Brenneman

Cover: Goodyear Cottage

ast month, we
visited three great areas of
Jekyll Island, which is south
of Savannah. This month,
we are exploring the fasci-
nating history of Jekyll
Island and taking a look at
the Historic District!

First, where did Jekyll
Island get its name? Well, a
General named James
Oglethorpe founded the
colony of Georgia in 1733,
and named the island Jekyll
in honor of his friend from
England, Sir Joseph Jekyll.
So that is the start of its his-
tory.

Fast forward a century
plus 30 years later, this
island was purchased and
became a prominent, elite
and exclusive winter retreat
for many wealthy Northern
residents. That was in 1886.
The island was like a para-
dise, offering seclusion,
beautiful landscapes, and
pleasant sunny climates,
where members of this
exclusive club could engage
in activities such as bowling,
picnics, croquet, tennis,
golfing, skeet shooting, and

[HTTE
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carriage rides. The land

comprised 240 acres and
many cottages were built
alongside a central club
house known as the Jekyll
Island Club. Wealthy citi-
zens such as the families of
J. P. Morgan, the
Vanderbilts, Joseph Pulitzer
and others came to the
Jekyll Island Clubhouse dur-
ing the winter months to
enjoy and engage in high
end activities.

Today, many come to
Jekyll Island to enjoy the
magnificent small island,
enjoy the fabulous climate,
and engage in activities like
golf, tennis, hiking, bowling,
picnicking, train riding,
horseback riding, miniature
golfing, swimming, fishing,
horse and carriage rides, and
watching the sun rise over
the ocean.

Let’s take a look at few
of the historic cottages, that
now exist; and, some of
which are open for tours.

The Goodyear Cottage is
our first visit, built in 1906
for lumber baron, Frank
Goodyear of Buffalo, New
York. This cottage was
designed with white stucco
by New York architects.
There are over 13 rooms,

continued on page 7

Mistletoe Cottage

Mistletoe Cottage side view
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Jekyll Island

from page 6

including bedrooms and a
servant’s room on the third
floor. Today, we can enter
the cottage and view some
of the décor, as it is now a
center for creative arts, con-
taining works by visiting
artists and locals. The style
of the cottage is
Mediterranean Revival
architecture and both the
inside and outside are quite
interesting.

Now we come across
Indian Mound Cottage, also
known as the Rockefeller
Cottage, built in 1892 and
occupied by Gordon McKay
until 1905 when William
Rockefeller purchased the
25-room cottage. Interesting,
the home was originally
called Indian Mound due to
the idea that an Indian burial
ground existed in the front
yard. Now it is a public
museum, well worth touring,
as the cottage is restored to
its original beauty and you
can tour both floors of the
cottage. It is definitely worth
the visit.

Next, we come across the
Moss Cottage, constructed
in 1896 using cypress shin-
gles. With so much Spanish
moss on all the oak trees and
plants in Jekyll Island, Moss
Cottage was named after the
Spanish moss. It was first
owned by William Strothers,

the owner of the
Philadelphia marble works.
Later, George Henry Macy
owned the cottage for over
20 years. This cottage is
striking from the outside
with all the moss draped on
the oak trees and on the
house. Inside are the
entrance hall, a game room,
a parlor, an elegant dining
room and servant’s area with
a large pantry and modern
kitchen. Upstairs are five
bedrooms, full baths, and a
servant’s room. Then above
is the attic which has seven
rooms, for storage and for
servants’ quarters.

And our last cottage to
visit this month is Mistletoe
Cottage, built by architect
Charles Gifford of New
York, and originally built for
locomotive manufacturer
Henry Porter in 1901.
Recently restored, one of the
most fascinating rooms in
the cottage is the Sunroom,
with a beautiful ceiling cov-
ered with hand-painted
images of birds in flight and
multiple leaves in brilliant
colors. The ceiling contains
bamboo borders with
Chinese silk wallpaper.
When a tour becomes avail-
able for this cottage, we will
want to reserve our spot.

Of course, there are
many more cottages and his-
torical sites to view, as well
as a nursery and gardens, the
Commissary, Cotton and
Copper store with many
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Moss Cottage with oak tree draped w1th Spanlsh moss

homemade items, the Island
Gift Shop, the Snack Shop, a
quaint Post Office and a few
more shops around the dis-
trict. The Historic District is
a fascinating area and takes

a full day to explore. So, on
our next trip to Jekyll Island
let’s check out the Historic
District, open 365 days a

year.
sk sk sk sk skeoskeoske sk sk

Jekyll Islang Arts |
Association

One-of.q Kind
Artist-made gifts |

Goodyear Cottage side view

Popular Moss Cottage
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On the Cover

Mr. Youngquist... A Very Nice Neighbor!

by CLAIR HOUSER-DODD

COVER
Tim Youngquist with his granddaughter Lilly!

e have a very nice neighbor
who moved into the very large
Mediterranean house caddy-cornered
across the street. His name is Tim and
he is a work-aholic who stays on the
computer day and night handling seven
countries for Honeywell Aerospace and
their Program Managers: USA,
Canada, Germany, England, Australia,
Mexico and France. That is until
recently. He retired to relax a bit and
enjoy life.

Tim 1s a Californian. His mother
was raised in Hollywood. That is
before Hollywood was HOLLY -
WOOD. Don’t get me wrong, they
were making movies back then, very

silently. Guess you could say,
“Hollywood was a lot quieter at that

time.” Still exciting though, as she

climbed up some trees on her parent’s

ranch and peeked in on movie star friends visiting
her gunsmith grandfather. She told Tim, “They were
all friends and came together... Robert Stack, Errol
Flynn, Clark Gable, Cary Grant, Spencer Tracey
and others; but, my favorite was Clark Gable!”

Tim’s father was from Los Angeles. Soon after
they married, they left to go up to Princeton for him
to go to school. Upon graduation, he started his own
Presbyterian Church in the area; after which they
went on their journey of preaching the Gospel, thus
giving little Tim many homes while growing up. He
still remembers the wonderful times visiting his
grandmother on the ranch in Hollywood.

Not only did Tim move around with his parents,
but after graduating from Arizona State University
with an MBA, and going to work with Honeywell,
the pattern was set!

One of the places he lived was Paradise Valley in
Arizona. That place was perfection. No taxes. What
could be better, tax-free living. No attempt to redis-
tribute wealth.

An interesting story about Paradise Valley was
that his daughter, Anna, kept saying she was going

Tim Youngquist’s home in Fort Valley!

over to the King’s house. This was just fine as it
was in the neighborhood. Until, that is, when Anna
asked, “Why does the King have two houses?” This
was met with dismay... and, a couple of questions.
It turned out that the King lived in one and his
wives lived in the other. This was probably fol-
lowed by the question, “Daddy, why don’t we have
two houses?” Nice to know, finally, that you live in
close proximity to the King of Saudi Arabia who
was there for the Cancer Center in Phoenix for one
of his wives.

Anna and her lovely teenage daughter, Lily, live
in Phoenix now; and, Tim’s son, Nick, is planning
to live in D.C. and attend The American University.
He wants to be a politician.

Now, Mr. Youngquist lives in the nice historical
section of Fort Valley, Georgia, with no kings or
queens about, but lots of lovely neighbors. And, he
has just been appointed Captain of the Historic
District Patrol and a member of our newly formed
Neighborhood Watch.

Thanks, Tim, for your interest and support of our
community. You are most appreciated!!!
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OPINION

BREAKING NEWS

by Daniel W. Gatlyn USN Ret, Minister/Journalist

My bride of fifty-eight years passed some nine years ago — in 2013! I have been alone since that
hour... tending the yards, vacuuming the floors, washing the dishes (and the clothes), driving wherever I must
go; and, a million other tasks. It has very often been a lonely trek. But, not to worry, our U.S. Representatives
have fixed the mix; and, I can now marry again — not merely to a creature (IF YOU WILL), BUT NOW I can
become wed to any object that drifts by my teepee! Since the House has voted to codify SAME SEX MAR-
RIAGE! (A new terminology to safeguard culprits from the Supreme Court of invading insane enactments in
previous years). This most recent action was brought about by an unreasonable margin. I take this as opening
the door to a "chilling milling" with a palm tree, a vast sea, or maybe a Volkswagon. And since | am not swift
on heavy objects, I have chosen to hook up with my Pet Rock! I have not yet received a "yea" from stony cor-

Vintage Sardens

At Sweetwater

ners; but, that could be just a "hard
to get ploy!" Isn’t that just ducky?
Or better yet, whacky? Or best,
Quacky! (No comment from
Rocky!)

Making ratification to such an
equation violates all ethics, morals,
practicality, rationale, sensibilities,
productive issues, rules, edicts, and
more! When I am scarcely becom-
ing acclimated to "off the charts"
mentality; our chosen leaders have
committed the ultimate insanity! If
any reader thinks their action was a
wise move, you best head towards
the nearest "shrink" for an overhaul
of "moxie." To alter the created cir-
cuit of biological perfections stands
parallel with announcing that water
1s no longer wet — no alternate of
days and nights — and is analogous
to switching "up and down!"

My date for ceremony with PR
is yet to be announced, but you can
send congrats and gifts most any-
time. Should be none in protest!!!
(For those who are "out in the
weeds," perhaps I need to remind
all that my commentary is "jest"!)
The only salvation to this erratic
gallop 1s that nature itself, regard-
less of who drew the blueprint of
destiny, will eventually draw a line
in the sands of time... with a fix
that cripples. Count on it!

_&_',,‘-mmm.»
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Apartment Features
* Washer/Dryer Connections
» Spacious Sunrooms
» Fully Equipped Kitchens
* Oversized Bathrooms
* Large Walk-in Closets
« Water and Sanitation Included
» Garbage Disposal
* Mini Blinds
« Single Story, No Stairs
* Handicap Accessible

COME ON HOME!

Section 8 vouchers accepted and transferable
from Georgia to South Carolina!

Equal Housing Opportunity

Senior Living at its best!
Enjoy the quiet gazebo
with flowers, individual
gardening areas, and a
community center with
"_| planned activities for
everyone.

Independent living for

945 | residents 55 years of age

and older.

Community Features
* Community Center
w/Planned Activities
* Individual Gardening Areas
» Gazebo with Flower
Gardens

Vintage Sardens

At Sweetwater

3 Murrah Road Extension
N. Augusta, SC 29860

(803) 819-3139

Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Saturday by appointment
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Chamber unveils Leadership Columbia County Class of 2023!
34 Commnity Leaders slated to participate in 10-month long program

Special to SeniorNewsGeorgia Community Connections’ ate; vice chair 1s Susan See, with
Submitted by Olivia Pieczynski Resilient Teen Program.” T.h.is Nothing Bundt Cake.s, and a grad-
Communications Manager program prepares communities to uate of the Leadership Class of
Columbia County Chamber of Commerce  5ddress adverse childhood experi-  2020.
olivia@columbiacountychamber.com oy . . .
ences, resilience and trauma in For more information about
EVANS, GA — July 14, 2022 teens aged 13-19 in the 14-county = Leadership Columbia County,
CSRA. contact Beth Frits, Leadership
The chair of the 2023 Programs Manager, at
, Leadership Class is Robert Kelly, beth(@columbiacountychamber.co
he Columbia County with Augusta Staffing, and a m or 706-651-0018.
Chamber of Commerce is pleased Leadership Class of 2017 gradu- s s ok ok o oK

to announce the Leadership
Columbia County Class of

2023. This program is pre- | Leadership Columbia County
sented by TaxSlayer. X v a o\
y ' "

Class
.=

of 2023

The 10-month long lead-
ership program is managed

by the Columbia County > ¢ ,
4 \ & & ,’;3:‘ r
Chamber of Commerce. A Laura Adamski Scott Anderson  Natalie Armstrong  Carlene A.S.Blanding  Stephanie Boyett Logan Brown
. . . Legacys Homes US Army Cyber School ADP Shaw Industries AU Health Imaging Fulcher Hagler LLP
highly informative and el Eidusiia

engaging program, it is
designed to expose busi-
nesses and area leaders to
the opportunities and chal-
lenges facing our commu- [ erellButer T A Eien T samanit Corue
nity, promote and foster the e e
development of leadership,
and educate and prepare
community leaders who are
committed to shaping
Columbia County’s future.

Each month, the partici-
pants experience topics
concerning our community,
including county opera-
tions, economic develop-
ment, education, media,
healthcare, government,
non-profits, military and
law enforcement.

Each Leadership class
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Christopher Crozier  Ronica Cummings
Georgia Business Net SouthState Bank

Benjamin Dieterich
Ellefson Transportation

~~Zach Kafoglis
Columbia County District
Attorneys Office
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Alexis Foust Jody Gorham Alex Griffin Kim Hensley
BHHS Beazley, Doctors Hospital MCG Foundation Piedmont Augusta TaxSlayer
REALTORS® of Augusta
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Ronnie Kurtz Christy Maraone Sheldon Moorer Fancy Peterson Steven Prather
City of Grovetown Burn and Reconstructive SOFTACT Solutions Columbia County Columbia County Board

Centers of America Community Connections of Commissioners
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SRP Federal
Credit Union
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collaborates on a proj ect to Tim Perry Andy Quick Angela Rainier Eric Reid Amy Richardson ~ Hammad D. Sheikh
. f Columbia County Keen Signs Aegis Therapies BigBear.ai Richardson Wright McLeod
address a SpeC1 1C concerm School District - S Professional Solutions Attorneys

in our community. Last
year’s class raised over
$20,000 through a clay
shooting event, “Rounds
for Resiliency” for the

/.

N I\ ." \ M
David Shaver Myka Taylor Kelly Tyson

ik
Jamyle Searcy
New Direction The Cleveland ADP Columbia County

Columbia County Christian Center Group CPAs School District
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BBB Scam Alert: Fake events & phony
tickets take festival goes by surprise!

Special to SeniorNewsGeorgia

Many people are looking

forward to fun festivals this sum-
mer. As usual, scammers are tak-
ing advantage of the building
excitement. This time, they are
cashing in with phony tickets —
and even fake events.

How the scam works

You see a fantastic deal on tick-
ets to a summer festival in your
area, usually through a link on
social media. The event promises
live music, all-you-can-eat meals,
craft beer or wine, or other fun
activities.

When you click the social
media link, it takes you to a pro-
fessional website with fantastic
pictures. You enter your credit
card information to buy tickets,
and you think you are all set. But
before you buy, do a little
research. Whether the event is
non-existent, merely disappoint-
ing, or you just bought phony tick-
ets, the result 1s the same: some-
one pockets your hard-earned
money!

BBB Scam Tracker has
received numerous reports from
people who purchased fake tick-
ets to real events or bought tickets
to events that never materialized.

On consumer reported buying
tickets for $82.50 to a "Bubble
Run" in June 2022 that never hap-
pened: "Facebook event page

advertised the Bubble run as a free
event. I purchased 4 'entries' with
glasses and tutus and they charged
my debit card. They then can-
celled the event refused to respond
to emails. They are still advertis-
ing on Facebook like the event is
happening."

Another consumer who pur-
chased tickets to a fake beer crawl
reported: “Reviews across multi-
ple platforms make it clear that
these events are at best extremely
misleading or at worst canceled.
No refunds are given, even when
their inconsistent and mostly
unreachable customer service
email address responds to confirm

a refund will be provided.”

How to spot a fake festival

» Research before you buy.
Search online for the festival's
name and ensure the name adver-
tised matches the website.
Scammers often use names that
sound similar to those of real fes-
tivals.

* Check for (working) contact
information. Be sure the festival
website has a real phone number
and email address.

» Watch out for prices that sound
too good to be true. There is no

continued on page 12

with disabilitics
maonthly rent

refrigerators
Access Control
Camcras

On-site Resident Service Coordinators
On-site Management

24-hour Maintenance
Recreational/Educational Programs

L L I R R I )

theaters, restaurants & shopping

Dempsey Apartments

Affordable Living In Historic Downtown Macon

+ Spacious Studio & One Bedroom Apartments Homes
* Designed for adults 62 years of age & over and those

* Al utilities except telephone & cable included in
* Apartments include wall-to-wall carpeting, stoves &

Library, computer center & laundry center on-site

Within walking distance of the Post Office, hospitals,

5§23 Cherry Street ™ 2257

Macon, GA31201 =57
(478) 741-4471 ca 8 skl
TTY: Relay 711

Funding is twovided by the US. Department of
Housing & Urban Development (HUD Section 8
Program). Annual income must not exceed

Income limits set by HUD.

Professionally Managed
by the Macon-Bibb d‘/
Housing Authority =

FOR ADVERTISING
ASSISTANCE!

Please Call
Billy Tucker
at 478-929-3636

COLISEUM PARK
380 Hospital Drive Macon, GA 31217
Across from the Emergency Room

BOB MOODY RPH.

Pharmacist, owner
Start Getting Better Now!!!
Phone: 478-745-5431 Fax: 478-765-4359

FREE PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY

St. Paul Apartments & Village

62 & Older and Disabled Persons Welcnme
1330 Farsyth Street « Macon, GA 31201

Call 478-745-0829

Rent Includes All Utilities « Beauty Shop
Libhrary = Optional Lunch 5§ DaysWeek
Bus tor Groceries & Doctor Appointments
Range of Manned Activities
Washer/Dryer On Each Floor
é\ Subsidized und market unils. a_

Goodwill NEeDS

YOU!

YOUR DONATIONS
When you donate your
clothing and household
items to Goodwill Industries, the
merchandise will be processed by trainees and resold
at Goodwill stores to fund job training and placement
services for people with barriers to employment

YOUR TIME
Spend an afternoon, or a few hours each week giving
back to the community. Make volunteering
a part of your family activities.

CALL: Mid GA: 478-475-9995
OR CSRA: 706-650-5760

To find a Iocation. near you, visit
www.goodwillworks.org

goodwill
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Fake Events Scams
from page 11

way a festival can offer tickets at
extremely low prices without los-
ing money. If the prices are much
lower than elsewhere, it's likely a
scam.

What can you do?

 Pay with a credit card. You can
dispute the charges if the business
doesn't come through. Be wary of
online sellers that don’t accept
credit cards.

* Look for secure sites. The
website should begin with HTTPS
(the extra “s” is for secure) and
have a little lock symbol on the
address bar.

* Avoid tickets sold on

In the end,

can be the best
medicine.

we believe Zindness

Craigslist, Facebook Marketplace,
and other free online listings.
Scammers are skilled at providing
realistic tickets and fake receipts.
Check out third-party ticket sites
at BBB.org before making pur-
chases.

For more information

Read BBB's tips for buying
tickets to an event. For general
information on how to avoid
scams, Visit
BBB.org/AvoidScams. If you’ve
spotted an event scam, report it to
BBB ScamTracker. Subscribe to
BBB Scam Alerts for weekly
updates about new scams.

skoskeoskoskeoskoske sk skosk
Kelvin Collins is president &

CEO of the Better Business

most comfortable to your loved one.

When conventional medical treatments can no longer cure a disease, hospice provides the
support that is needed. Pine Pointe at Home professionals can help control pain, reduce

anxiety and offer kindness and emotional support to patients and their families.

Pine Pointe at Home, Navicent Health is focused on serving and comforting patients and

their families. We offer a wide range of specialized care in the home environment that's

Bureau serving the Fall Line
Corridor, serving 77 counties in
East Alabama, West Georgia,
Southwest Georgia, Central
Georgia, East Georgia and
Western South Carolina. This
tips column is provided through
the local BBB and the
International Association of
Better Business Bureaus
(IABBB). The Better Business
Bureau sets standards for ethical
business behavior, monitors com-
pliance and helps consumers
identify trustworthy businesses.
Questions or complaints about a
specific company or charity
should be referred directly to the
BBB at Phone: 1-800-763-4222,
Web site: BBB.org or E-mail:
info@centralgeorgia.bbb.org.

PinePointe
at Home
NavicentHealth

6261 Peake Road
Macen, Georgia 31210

NavicentHealth.org

LT LD For more information on Medicare and Medicaid benefits, please call 478.633.5660.




